
We then headed to Glasgow on the Forth 
and Clyde Canal. This waterway connects the 
Irish and North Sea, meandering through 
some of Scotland’s most densely-populated 
areas. Urban areas weren’t apparent cruising 
the tranquil waters surrounded by greenery 
and mountains, moving up four manned locks, 
and passing places with enticing names such 
as Kirkintilloch and Bonnybridge. 

Glasgow was another one-evening 
exploration, and the venue for the 50th 
birthday bash on and off the boats. 

The following day we hurried back to base 
(as much as that’s possible at 5km an hour!) 
to travel by foot and car a short distance to 
gaze in awe at The Kelpies. Partnering the 
Falkirk Wheel, these beautiful beasts are the 
world’s largest equine sculptures, conceived 
and constructed to represent the heavy horse 
of Scottish industry and economy that pulled 
wagons, ploughs, barges and coal ships in  

the area. 
Opened four years ago, they were built on-

site like a giant jigsaw puzzle in just 90 days 
— 928 stainless steel plates lifted piece-by-
piece from the ground, and attached securely 
to frames. You can watch this mesmerising 
spectacle on a YouTube ‘Time-Lapse’ video 
(www.thehelix.co.uk/things-to-do/the-kelpies). 

At night they’re colourfully illuminated, 
dominating the skyline for miles around. 
During daytime the metal shimmers in 
reflection of the changing seasons and 
weather. It’s also possible to walk inside the 
giant monuments and listen to a commentary, 
but sadly our cramped itinerary didn’t get us 
there in time.

We left wishing we’d had more time, vowing 
a return to explore at an even more leisurely 
pace.

• To read more of our boating adventures, visit 
www.nbareandare.com

The Kelpies dominate the skyline. 

World’s largest equine structures

Moving in convoy from Glasgow back to base.

Cruising calmly over speeding cars by aqueduct.
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CONVERT YOUR POOL TO
MINERAL WATER

• Produces soft and natural 
feeling water

•  Moisturises your skin as you 
swim

•  Conditions your hair
•  Gentle on sensitive skin
•  Provides a natural relief to 

muscular complaints
•  Relaxes your nervous system
•  Produce a mild floccing 

agent enhancing water 
quality

www.spaandpoolwarehouse.co.nz

186 Grey Street
Phone: 06 867 1240

Email: info@spaandpoolwarehouse.co.nz
Facebook: Spa & Pool Warehouse ltd. 875-05

Create a mineralbathingdestination in your own backyard.


